
The theme of July's program was the 
role that DNA testing can play in 
refining family history searches or in 
finding solutions to some of those 
unanswered questions that may pop 
up regarding our genealogical studies. 
 
We were very fortunate to have Roger 
Cobb-Mills back in Milwaukee, willing 
to revisit a talk he gave five years ago, 
and also eager to tell us of what 
appears to be an exciting new form of 
DNA analysis that could knock down 
many brick walls for both male and 
female�family historians. 
 
Many members still remember the 
evening that they sat on the edges of 
their seats five years ago. Tonight 
another bunch sat rapt as Roger 
described the tortuous path he was 
forced to follow in a quest to solve the 
riddle posed by a grandfather. When 
Roger was young and his grandfather 
was in his waning years, the old man 
related some dim and fragmented 
memories of his childhood. He told of 
his parents meeting on a wagon train, 
that his father wore a� uniform, was 
very strict with him and was often 
away from home. He said that his 
mother "farmed him out" and that 
when he returned years later to locate 
her, she adamantly refused to have 
anything to do with him. That is surely 
little on which to base a search. 
 
After the old man's passing, Roger 
was able to contact a relative who had 
a somewhat different, but more 
detailed, memory of what had 
transpired with her brother. She 
recalled that their father had spent 
considerable time one day in 
conversation with another man, that 
shortly after, their father went away 
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from home, that in his absence their 
mother packed a small bag with some 
of his clothes and that the stranger 
reappeared to carry him from the 
house, although she had never 
learned the reason why. She recalled 
that he was taken to another place 
and in time was taught the carpentry 
trade, possibly by the man who took 
him away, but she wasn't sure.  
 
Roger spent 40 years in searches of 
records, but there always seemed to 
be broken paths or brick walls that 
kept him from linking to his great-
grandfather. 
 
The years of research yielded an 1850 
census record of his great-
grandfather's family in Illinois, but the 
information seemed not to fit. In time, 
Roger discovered the name of his 
great-grandmother whose given name 
fit the 1850 census record, but an 
1860 census report still lacked some 
names Roger hoped to see. In an old 
city directory, Roger came across his 
great-grandfather who was listed as a 
railroad conductor. Bing! Railroad 
conductors wore uniforms! Did a 
railroad train represent the "wagon 
train" in the story? Such tantalizing 
clues appeared from time to time, but 
always left Roger out of reach of a 
solution to the mystery. 
 
At last, DNA analysis became 
generally available and Roger decided 
to see what might happen.  The DNA 
sample was sent for comparison with 
any Cobb contributors in the 
database. Roger was astonished to be 
told that his Y-chromosome indicated 
no possible relationship to anyone in 
that family. The company agreed to 
compare his markers with those of 
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other families in their data and notified 
Roger that he was a member of the 
Mills chromosome set. Just think, 
years of research and now he needed 
to start over! Roger was overjoyed to 
know that a path existed to a true 
solution. 
 
Rapidly, clues arose and proved valid. 
Roger discovered a Mills whose 
appearances in proximity to the family 
locations had gone essentially 
unnoticed before and took on new 
significance. Roger once more 
searched the records. Then he found 
a printed genealogy that spread 
before him the long awaited path! On 
a genealogy trip he discovered a 
marriage record between a Mills and a 
woman with the same given name as 
his great-grandmother. Reference to 
the previous 1860 census indicated a 
son named Franklin. Roger located a 
death record on Franklin bearing the 
maiden name of the mother, and 
Roger knew the answer to the mystery 
was in his hands. 
 
Faced with an ultimatum from the 
boy's legal but not biological father, 
the young man's mother "farmed him 
out" as his sister remembered. Some 
years later she actually married Mr.
Mills, but the boy was always left out, 
undoubtedly because of the fear of 
scandal in her new community.  
 
With many members of the audience
still stunned by Roger's disclosure, he 
led into the second feature of his talk,
a new DNA analysis method being 
introduced by the FamilyTree DNA 
company. Already with an impressive 
database of analyses of Y-DNA 
samples, FamilyTree-DNA announced 
a technique called autosomal analysis 
that is the engine of their new product 
called "Family Finder." 
 
The whole business of DNA research 
is way over the heads of just about 
everybody, so we can only mention 
here that apparently autosomal 
analysis bypasses the use of either Y-
DNA  (males only) and Mitochondrial 

" Roger….was also 
eager to tell us of what 

appears to be an 
exciting new form of 
DNA analysis that 
could knock down 

many brick walls for 
both male and female 

family historians." 
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DNA (females only) and in some 
meaningful way compares other 
components of our genes to locate 
possible fairly close relationships to both 
males and females. According to 
Roger's slide, Family Finder is designed 
to search 5 generations for all 16 of 
one's Great-great-grandparents.  
 
Since the product has just been 
introduced and apparently requires a 
new submission of one's samples, we 
assume that the database may be pretty 
limited in size for some time. The� test is 
not inexpensive - $289.00 for now - but 
maybe less in the future. The plan of 
searching for the 5 generation level 
seems to imply also that the standard* 
Y-DNA search method will still be much 
in demand for deeper ancestral family 
history searches. FamilyTree-DNA 
certainly still offer a comprehensive set 
of both Y-DNA and Mitochondrial DNA 
analyses.  
 
*If you have looked into DNA analysis, 
you realize that the several companies 
in the genealogical end of the business 
not only look into different numbers of 
markers, but often look at different 
markers themselves, with sometimes 
minimal overlap. This tells us that they 
all have their own ideas of what markers 
are important, but also may find 
significance in the order in which the 
markers are examined. Hey, we told you 
earlier that it is way over our heads 
 
If you have had a Y-DNA test done, you 
can enter your numbers at a site called 
"ysearch" and get as direct a 
comparison (but not an analysis) as may 
be available for now with entries from 
other people. If you are considering Y-
DNA testing, everybody we have talked 
with strongly recommends a minimum of 
25 markers. 
 
We owe Roger Cobb-Mills a debt of 
gratitude for his dramatic example of the 
use of DNA analysis in genealogical 
research. 
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"The X chromosome 
doesn't have 

characteristics that lend 
themselves to the same 
type of analysis as you 

can get with a Y 
chromosome." 
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Our second speaker in July, Betty 
Storey, discussed her Mitochondrial 
DNA test to get a handle on her 
maternal history. 
 
Genetics may be as mid-boggling a field 
of study as statistics (no, atomic theory 
is a snap by comparison). Boys get a Y 
chromosome from their dads, almost -
but not quite - unvarying through the 
millennia, and an X chromosome from 
their moms. That almost unvarying 
characteristic of the "Y guy" lets a man 
look back a long way to find a place 
where his line becomes a fork in the 
road from "who" it was previously. 
 
The X chromosome doesn't have 
characteristics that lend themselves to 
the same type of analysis as you can 
get with a Y chromosome. So, girls have 
to be satisfied with a breakdown of their 
mitochondria, the tiny "energy 
packages" that keep the cells in our 
bodies running. Apparently the 
mitochondria we inherit are so resistant 
to change that there are only a few 
times (seven) since we became human 
when a recognizable change occurred, 

and these times are usually well over 
100,000 years apart. That's tough on
genealogy. 
 
Betty showed us a book titled "The 
Seven Daughters of Eve" that explains 
how the seven main divisions took 
place. The inference is that every 
woman on the planet is descended from 
one of the seven lines. The problem for 
Betty was that she wanted a link to her 
father's lineage. Since she has no Y 
chromosome, she had to cajole a 
brother into having a DNA analysis. He 
got the answers she expected, so she is 
satisfied now, right? Well, not exactly. 
 
Betty asks "What if a female has no 
brothers, no male cousins? Is she 
stuck?"  Even more perplexing is the 
question about a female with male 
relatives, but she suspects a possible 
situation like the one Roger Cobb-Mills 
ran into? It's sort of a "Who do you 
trust?" problem.  Anyone with a 
definitive answer to solve Betty's 
conundrum is urged to explain it to her 
at our next General Meeting. 
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Our third July speaker was Guy Porth. 
Guy went to FamilyTree DNA for his 
analysis after hearing Roger Cobb's first 
talk here, selecting the 37 marker test. A 
member of LDS, Guy had long since 
performed the requisite family history, 
but he wanted to dig deeper than 
necessary and created a very extensive 
genealogy. The Y-DNA was to be icing 
on the cake. Guy did have several 
uncles in Europe that he was 95% sure 
of, and wondered if the DNA tests would 
lock down the last hint of concern. 
 
He was pleased to discover that a family 
member in Europe had indeed already 
submitted DNA samples. Yes, the 
suspected uncles fit perfectly into the 
grid and Guy is most satisfied. He is 
also looking forward to hearing of other 
as-yet unknown links as the DNA 
databases continue to grow. 

Guy had with him a chart of a major 
branch of his ancestry and asked if 
anybody could tell him the� relationship 
between himself and another person on 
the chart. Your correspondent was both 
surprised and thrilled to see that not 
one, but dozens of MPAFUG members 
snapped out the correct answer and 
then went on to point out fourth cousins, 
second cousins-twice removed and so 
forth as Guy pointed at various places 
on the chart. 
 
Any visitor to our website or a General 
Meeting who considers joining our group 
will be moving into some plenty sharp 
company!�
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Bruce Butterfield was the last speaker of 
our July meeting. Bruce had an analysis 
done by Ancestry DNA; the 46 marker 
test. Bruce showed us what his report 
looks like on the Ancestry site. It is 
impressive (and completely mysterious) 
to look at. Another series of slides 
illustrated how Ancestry displays 
comparisons and possible correlation 
with entries from other users. They use 
an indicator called the MRCA (Most 
Recent Common Ancestor) to indicate 
how good a selected comparison is. 
Bruce's results were not encouraging, 
but the database grows daily, so maybe 
some better hits will surface. Bruce also 
intends to enter his marker info on the 
"ysearch" site that Roger Cobb-Mills told 
us about. 
 
Bruce has two goals in mind for his DNA 
analysis. The first is to work on a 
comprehensive history of the Butterfield 

families descended from the four sons 
of Benjamin Butterfield of the 
Massachusetts Colony in the 1630's
(Nathaniel, Jonathon, Samuel and 
Joseph). 
 
Bruce hopes to vastly improve his own 
rather paltry work and work in 
cooperation with other Butterfields and, 
if possible, repair and refine an 
enormous work left unfinished by the 
death of a distant Butterfield cousin in 
the San Diego area.  Bruce also hopes 
to find a male descendant of David 
Butterfield, born 1811 either in Ohio or 
New York, who is willing to submit a 
DNA sample to see if is possible to 
either prove – or disprove - a link 
beyond David to one of the sons of 
Benjamin. 
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Did you ever have a really nice group 
picture of your family in which one 
person has his/her head turned the 
wrong way? Have you ever had a really 
nice picture in which one of the people 
in it had their eyes closed? 
 
Using a little simple Photo Magic you 
can salvage those photos. I’ll explain. 
 
I had a group picture of my first cousins 
taken at a funeral in which one of the 
cousins, Larry, had his head turned 
while everyone else was facing the 
camera. There were 11 cousins on the 
photo. A second photo was taken in 
which the wrong way cousin, Larry, was 
facing the camera but three or four of 
the others were facing the wrong way. 
 
I opened both photos in Paint Shop Pro 
and simply cloned the head of Larry 
facing the camera over the head of 

Larry facing the wrong way. This 
process is called cloning from one photo
to another photo. 
 
I had another really nice photo in which 
one of the subjects had her eyes closed. 
Using Paint Shop Pro again, I simply 
borrowed the eyes from another lady on 
the same photo who had her eyes open 
and cloned them over the closed eyes. 
This process is called cloning within a 
photo. 
 
You can also use cloning to add or 
remove a person from a photo, but if 
you do, you should mark the photo on 
the back indicating how the photo was 
altered. Cloning takes a little practice 
but it is a tool that can be well within 
your capability. 
�
Happy Cloning, 
Bob Heck 
MPAFUG 
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Our July 2010 General Meeting started 
on time at the Root River Center in 
Franklin, Wisconsin. Bob Heck 
welcomed an audience of 178 that 
included guests from Massachusetts 
and Hawaii! When the guest from 
Hawaii stood, Bob commented that he 
didn't know the bridge had been finished 
(groans from the front row). 
 
Bob announced that the Steering 
Committee has discussed a possible 
workshop, probably on using the 
internet for genealogical work, in April of 
2011 at the Root River Center. There is 
more work to be done, so watch for later 
information from Bob. 
 
Also, the second 2010 bus trip to 
Madison is ON! 
 
Expecting the evening program to push 
our time limits, Bob swung quickly into 
his monthly quiz.  Two fun questions 
involved remembering where Bob said 
he bought night crawlers during a recent 
fishing trip and how much the worms 
cost.  The answers were: Minoqua, 
Wisconsin and the cost was $6.50 per 
dozen. What really burned Bob's tail that 
the "John Rockefeller" worms didn't 
catch him a single fish, and Bob is rarely 
skunked. 
 
Turning to the more serious side of the 
session, Bob asked if anyone could 
remember the website he had visited to 
locate the burial place of Ole Andersen 
in Minnesota. The correct answer, 
findarave.com, was quickly forthcoming 
from several members. 
 

How about the website for German 
surnames? Geogen.com�was the instant 
reply. Bob can't catch many members 
off guard any more. 
 
The really serious close of the quiz 
came when Bob asked what we should 
do if we find an errant flash drive in a 
parking lot. The answer is "THROW IT 
AWAY"!  It seems that in many parts of 
the country, scammers and other cretins
have begun flooding parking lots in 
malls and such with flash drives loaded 
with vicious malware that is designed to 
load itself into a computer as soon as it 
is plugged into a USB port. No action by 
the computer user is needed; just 
BOOM! You're computer's a zombie. 
 
Apparently it's now easier to lure a 
person who finds these drives into trying 
to see who might have "lost" the drive 
than it is to con them into visiting deadly 
fake websites. It is also interesting that 
the ubiquitous small memory devices 
are now so cheap that it pays to poison 
them and strew them around.  Be 
warned, folks, the crooks may be slime, 
but they are smart. 
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Protecting your e-mail account and 
address book against hijacking is not 
100% possible but you can go a long way 
to make it harder for hackers to hijack your 
account and use it to send fake mail to 
your list of contacts.  By following a few 
common sense rules you can safeguard 
yourself. 
 
Keep your computer updated with the 
security patches from Microsoft by making 
sure the Automatic Updates feature is 
turned on. When you activate this feature 
you can set up a schedule to receive the 
updates but make sure the scheduled time 
is a time slot when your computer is 
actually on. It makes no sense to set up a 
schedule for 1:00 am if you shut down 
your computer at 11:00 pm when you go 
to bed! 
 
Use a high quality antivirus and anti 
spyware program as well as a firewall and 
keep the program updated. Once again 
remember to set a schedule for receiving 
the updates when the computer is actually 
turned on. My recommendation has 
always been Vipre Premium. It recently 
was awarded the Editors Choice 2010 
Award from the editors of PC Magazine. 
 
Use a high quality e-mail client program 
such as the newest version of Thunderbird 
or Microsoft Outlook and make sure to 
download and apply any security updates 
these programs offer. Having your e-mail 
program on your desktop where you have 
full control is much safer that having a web 
based e-mail program that is on some 
server in cyber land where you have no 
control and have no idea how secure it is. 
 
If you use a web based e-mail program 
use it sparingly for traveling or other light 
duty usage . To protect yourself as much 
as possible, I would suggest periodically 
changing your password on these web 
based e-mail accounts. Even if your 
account has been compromised, usually 
changing your password will stop the 
erroneous messages from being sent. 
 
ALWAYS do a full system scan DAILY 
utilizing your antivirus software. Make sure 

your software is capable of scanning for 
root kit infections and key loggers. If 
your software does not offer these 
features then change to one that does. 
 
Never open emails from someone you 
don’t know, and don’t open forwarded 
jokes and cutesy e-mails from well 
meaning friends. These often contain 
hidden programs that harvest the long 
list of “forward to” addresses. This list is 
secretly forwarded to a hacker in cyber 
land. 
 
If you us an e-mail program installed 
with your operating system (like 
Windows Mail or Outlook Express) you 
may want to keep your e-mail addresses 
in a separate text file instead of the  
address book. When you need to send a 
mail, type or "cut and paste" the 
addresses from the text file into the 
recipient box in the email application. 
Should your computer get a virus that 
attempts sends itself to everyone or the 
first number of addresses in your 
address book, there will be no 
addresses to send itself to and spread 
the infection. 
 
Don't send your personal information 
through chat rooms, text messages, or 
e-mail. Always assume your electronic 
messages are not private unless you 
encrypt them. 
 
Don't respond to any email requesting 
personal information. Banks, internet 
service providers, online stores, and any 
other legitimate businesses don't ask for 
your passwords, account numbers, 
social security number, credit card 
numbers, address, phone, or logon 
information through e-mail. This could 
result in identity theft, identity 
impersonation, identity fraud or illegal 
financial transactions. 
 
If you are the victim of email account 
hijacking, report it at once to your ISP
(Internet service provider). 
 

�

 Never open emails 
from someone you 

don’t know, and don’t 
open forwarded jokes 

and cutesy e-mails 
from well meaning 

friends.." 
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Call us if you need assistance in using PAF, or if you have question about MPAFUG 

We're here to help! 

NAME PHONE E-MAIL Address 
Steve Arndt 414-327-3547 steven.arndt@att.net 
Bruce Butterfield 414-462-6097 Babtrfld-mke@wi.rr.com 
Sam Colon 414-327-2133 technogeek@wi.rr.com 
Mary & Dale Graves 262-968-2044 mjwg@wi.rr.com 
Gary Haas Use e-mail garylhaas2005@yahoo.com 
Bob Heck 414-421-7143 bheck@voyager.net 
Bob Miller 414-313-5855 fhc-helper@sbcglobal.net 
Jane Orne 262-938-9371 orne@Rworld.net 
Guy Porth 414-510-0563 guyporth9@yahoo.com 
Betty Storey 414-425-1472 bastorey@execpc.com 
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Steering committee meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month except December.  The 
meetings start at 7:00 pm at Bob Heck's house (4910 Steeple Drive, Greendale, WI).  The Steering 
Committee is an informal group of members who get together to plan the general agendas for future 
meetings.  All MPAFUG members are welcome to attend and participate in the meetings. 
 
*�"�6���&$��/   http://mpafug.org  
We invite you to visit our web page and even print a copy of this and the previous month's newsletter.  
We also have a surname section where you can see who is working on your family line.  Members of 
MPAFUG have access to a members-only web page which contains past newsletters and handouts 
from our meetings. 
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In addition to our monthly meetings and website, we offer 3 CD's that are available to members for 
purchase.  CD's are $5 each if picked up at a meeting, or an additional $2.50 for shipping/handling. 
Contact Mary J. Graves - MPAFUG Treasurer, PO Box 773, Waukesha, WI  53187-0773. 
¨  MPAFUG Newsletters – December 1991 thru December 2009 
¨  MPAFUG Handouts – 1999 thru 2009 
¨  MPAFUG Utilities CD – contains 17 useful programs including PAF, Picasa, GenViewer, Open 

Office, Adobe Reader, PDA to Palm OS, FastStone, IRFAN Viewer/Plugins, FamilySearcher and 
more 
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Membership in MPAFUG is open to anyone interested in learning more about computer genealogy.   
Membership is $12 per calendar year for an individual or family.  Dues are $6 for the balance of a year 
if you join after June 30th.  To join, send a check made payable to "MPAFUG" to:  Mary J. Graves – 
MPAFUG Treasurer, PO Box 773, Waukesha, WI  53187-0773. 

Questions about MPAFUG? 
MPAFUG c/o Bob Heck 

4910 Steeple Drive, Greendale WI  53129 
Phone: 414-421-7143 

E-mail: bheck@voyager.net 
 


