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DECEMBER 2022 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 

No Meeting in December 

Next meeting January 11, 2023 

7:00 PM – New Berlin Ale House 

16000 West Cleveland Avenue 

New Berlin, WI  52151 

 

 
 
 

 
 
MEETING BITS AND BYTES 
 
November 9th was our last meeting of 2022.  For the 
first time this fall, following daylight saving time, it 
was very dark traveling to the meeting.  And, oh 
my, there were even some Christmas displays 
already up and glowing along the way.  Thirty-five 
members attended this meeting with one guest, 
Carol B. from Muskego.  Welcome Carol! 
We also welcomed back two longtime members 
who had not been able to attend for a while:  Cheryl 
Cuddeback and Guy Porth. 
 
It was Member Show and Tell night so there were 6 
presenters starting with Susie Staats.  Oh wait, Susie 
didn’t really start because she was delayed in 
coming to the meeting.  No worries, she did get to 
entertain us later in the evening.  Randy Ray then 
moved up his presentation to kick off the evening.  
(Doesn’t it seem like Randy is always jumping in??)  
 
Randy brought along an interesting and loud set of 
Tyrolean trumpets (Schalmei in German), which 
had originally belonged to his wife’s grandfather, 
Gerhardt Nyggard.  Randy also had a few pictures 
of Gerhardt and in each one he was holding a 
different instrument.  Randy says it is in his will 
that the trumpets stay in the family or, as he has told 
his children, he will haunt them. 
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Randy Ray’s Tyrolean trumpets 
 
Debbie Bluett was up next with her presentation 
titled “The Willich Quilt.”   In fact, she had brought 
the quilt along.  The quilt had been made by her 
maternal great-grandmother for her mother-in-law 
in the 1880’s.  It was in remarkably great condition.  
Debbie also shared some pictures of family with the 
quilt and another member, Joan Hepp, said that she 
recognized one of her cousins.  Small world! 
 
 

 
The Willich Quilt 
 
After seeing the trumpets and quilt, Bob Heck 
commented that there is more to genealogy than 
birth, marriage, and death records. 
 
In the meantime, Susie Staats had made it to the 
meeting so she shared her story of lumberjacks in 
her family.  Susie’s maternal grandfather started 

working as a lumberjack when he was 16 years old.  
Not only did she have some fabulous photos from 
his lumberjack days; one of him on top of a huge 
log pile, men in the mess hall and men in the bunk 
house, but she also had some of his personal stories 
to share.  One involved her grandfather crawling 2 
miles back to camp along the railroad tracks after 
having broken his ankles! 
 
Joan Hepp followed with a little bit of her family 
history and how she acquired maps to help her trace 
her ancestors.  Joan had gotten a map at German 
Fest one year that showed the small villages her 
ancestors had come from, Glansee and 
Gutzlaffhagen.  She also had an interesting vintage 
USA map showing all the counties in each state.  In 
addition, Joan had a 1946 letter from a relative in 
Germany and had it translated by Trudy Von Trapp. 
 
Louise Stack then shared parts of her paternal 
grandmother’s personal autograph book from 1926-
1929.  Her grandmother was in the first graduating 
class of Messmer High School so there were entries 
from other students, but also a number of family 
members who wrote her messages.  Louise found 
notes from her grandmother’s brothers, one from 
her father written in German (not translated), and 
several cousins, aunts and uncles.   
 
Bob Heck closed out the evening with “Photos 
Found in the Strangest Places.”  He had 4 great 
examples of how he has gotten pictures of several 
of his ancestors. 
He found large framed photos of his grandma and 
grandpa in their garbage cans.  They thought no one 
would want them. 
He found a picture of his paternal grandfather and 
one of his great-grandfathers in an old suitcase full 
of photos that had been in a barn for years. 
He was given a framed picture of his grandmother’s 
twin brothers that had been found in the attic of an 
old family home. 
And after his parents passing, Bob found a pin 
which had a locket containing 4 family photos. 
 
Surely, all of you members have some great 
memorabilia and stories that you could share the 
next time there is a Member Show & Tell night. 
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WHAT’S ON THE DECEMBER SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

 
 
Candy canes, Christmas trees, mistletoe, twinkling 
lights, presents, family -- whatever makes your 
holiday special, but NO MPAFUG MEETING!  
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE NOTES 
 
Since we have the calendar for the coming year 
pretty much set, it was agreed that there would be 
no steering committee meeting in November or 
December. 
The steering committee meetings will resume in 
January. 
 
 
COMMENTS AND THANK YOU’s 
 
Thanks to all of you members who have renewed 
your dues for 2023.  So far, our treasurer, Debbie 
Bluett, has received 186 renewals. 
 
Thank you to the member who made a generous 
$100 donation to MPAFUG but wishes to remain 
anonymous.  It is much appreciated. 
 
 
A QUOTE TO PONDER: 
 
“All you need this Christmas is one 

GENEALOGICAL breakthrough!” 

 

Unknown 

 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
Have you renewed yet?  MPAFUG membership 
dues for 2023 should be sent in to Treasurer Debbie 
Bluett.  Please note that although Debbie has been 
the treasurer for a while now, this is her first-time 
collecting dues so please BE KIND and PATIENT.  
Dues are $12 for the year and can be sent to Debbie 
at the address listed at the end of this newsletter. 
 
If you have been enjoying the video recordings of 
the monthly meetings or periodic genealogical notes 
from Bob Heck, just be aware that if you do not 
renew your dues, your name would be removed 
from the email list.   
 
 
 
REMINDERS 
 
Whatever your faith, culture, or tradition, remember 
that family, past and present, is the most precious of 
gifts.  Enjoy whatever holiday you celebrate this 
year and remember to ring in the New Year safely. 
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The Family History Center is open Thursdays and 
Saturdays. 
Thursday hours:  8:30AM – 3:30PM and  
                            6:30PM – 9:00PM 
Saturday hours:   10:00AM – 1:00PM 
 
On Thursday evenings Bob Heck and Randy Ray 
are the volunteers on duty who will assist you in 
your research. 
 
There are numerous Portal systems available for 
free use at the center, some of which you may not 
have tried from home because they come with a 
cost but could be of use for your research.  
Ancestry, Fold3, Newspapers.com among others 
that charge, are available free at the center.  If you 
need help with your research, this is the place to go. 
 
 
 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
The Lynne Jossart Story 
 
Lynne has been a member of MPAFUG for about 
10 years.  She started her genealogy journey in the 
late 1990’s working on her mother’s side.  When 
she hit a brick (Lynne says she didn’t know that was 
what it was called back then) she switched to 
working on her father’s side.   
“I had quite a bit of information on my mother’s 
family because she had a lot of dates and 
information on her family as well as a few old 
pictures.  I knew some information on my father’s 
family because we lived next door to my 
grandfather, 2 maiden aunts and a bachelor uncle.  
My grandfather had written some things in the 
family bible, but there were several holes.  I knew 
he came from Denmark and had crossed the ocean 7 
times.  He also was married and had 3 sons and she 
died when the children were quite young.  He also 
remarried and had 5 more children with my 
grandmother.  I didn’t know anything about his first 
wife.” 
 
On her paternal family tree Lynne has 1,936 
members.  Her mother’s tree has 2,707.  Her 
husband’s tree has 1,899; however, there is not 
much from his mother’s family because she refused 
to talk about them.  She was born in Germany and 
came to America when she was 8 years old.   

In 2003 Lynne received a phone call from a co-
worker asking if she had relatives in the Green Bay 
area.  Lynne knew that her husband’s grandfather 
and his brothers had settled in that area.  The co-
worker also asked if she knew that they had fought 
in the Civil War.  Lynne did know this because they 
had the grandfather’s obituary.  And, her father-in-
law had written down some information on a sheet 
of paper which Lynne got before he died. 
 
Lynne’s helpful co-worker sent her websites to 
check where she did find more information on her 
husband’s ancestors.  This same co-worker also 
suggested the Belgium-American Club located in 
Door County as a possible resource as she had 
found her family through them.  Lynne took her 
advice and joined. 
 
“I have worked with a few cousins on my mother’s 
side.  I also found some relatives in Denmark who 
were also working on the Paulsen (family).  We 
shared a lot of information.” 
 
“There was a suitcase full of pictures that I have of 
the Paulsen family; however, we have not been able 
to identify who they are.  My aunts wrote on the 
back – ma’s sister, pa’s brother – no names.  He 
was from a family of 10 children – 2 girls and 8 
boys.  We do not know anything about my mother’s 
family.” 
 
As far as road trips, Lynne has done research in 
Chicago because her grandfather had originally 
settled there before moving to Kenosha, WI.  In 
Chicago Lynne found the marriage certificate for 
her grandfather and his first wife and learned that 
they had come to this country on the same ship. She 
also found that wife’s death certificate from 1902.  
She had died in a tuberculosis hospital. 
 
Lynne has subsequently learned that other members 
of her family have had tuberculosis.  She had been 
searching “high and low” for a death record for one 
of her grandfather’s sons, Ejner.  According to the 
family bible, he had died in 1944.  She knew he had 
lived in Chicago because her family would visit his 
wife when she was young.  About a year ago she 
finally found his death certificate and learned that 
he had died in a tuberculosis sanitarium in New 



Page 5 

 

Mexico.  One of the aunts who lived next door to 
Lynne also had TB as a teenager. 
 
The best find so far for Lynne has been finding the 
grandson of one of her grandfather’s brothers in 
Denmark. 
“Using the message board on Ancestry, I posted a 
message with all the information I had on my 
grandfather.  Six years later I received a message in 
Danish which I couldn’t read because it was in 
Danish.  I don’t know the language so I sent it to a 
friend who does know Danish.  His wife told me he 
was out of town and would translate it when he got 
back.”   
“The next day I received another post from 
Ancestry: ‘My English is not so good – your 
grandfather and my grandfather brothers.’ I was so 
excited to receive this message I responded 
immediately.  My ‘cousins’ filled in many of my 
holes and provided me with more information than I 
could imagine.  They are wonderful.  I shared all I 
had and we have been in touch ever since.  My only 
regret was when I went to Denmark the year before.  
I knew there were relatives there because he 
(grandfather) was the only member of his family to 
come to the United States, but I didn’t know how to 
find them.  I looked in the phone book, there were 
many Poulsen’s and Paulsen’s.” 
 
Another great find was Ejner’s death certificate. 
 
Lynne has been doing her research in Denmark, 
Germany, and West Prussia.  She has gone back as 
far as 1646 for Jean Jossart, 1706 for Poul 
Christensen, 1833 for Johann Schmidt and 1855 for 
the death record of August Schact. 
 
Lynne has not had much time to work on her 
genealogy in the past year so is not sure what she 
hopes to find next.   
 
Thanks Lynne!  Good luck in whatever you choose 
to explore next. 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to submit your story, please email 
Louise Stack at:  kilostack@att.net and put Member 
Spotlight in the subject line. 
There are the12 basic questions to answer about 
your genealogy story, but beyond that you are free 
to tell your story any way you wish.  All the stories 
are unique and interesting, but also give other 
members research hints and hope that they too will 
find their ancestors. 
 
The Member Spotlight questions are: 
 
1. Who or what got you interested in genealogy? 
 
2.  How long have you been doing your genealogy 
research?  How long have you been a member of 
MPAFUG? 
 
3.  How big is your family tree?   
 
4.  How many ancestors are you researching?  Are 
you working with or sharing with another relative? 
 
5.  Do you have any special photographs or 
memorabilia? 
 
6.  Have you gone on any road trips for your 
research?  Where?  Did you find what you were 
looking for? 
7.  Have you had any surprises? 
8.  What is your best find? 
 
9.  Have you hit any brick walls? 
 
10.  What countries have you been researching? 
 
11.  How far back have you gone? 
 
12.  What are you hoping to find? 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 
January 11, 2023 
   Computer Security – What You Should or  
   Shouldn’t Be Doing (Bill Heck) 
   Latest Recommendations on Security 
   Software (Sam Colon) 
 
February 2023 
   Plat Maps (Randy Ray) (#12 on member 
   suggested topics) 
   What You Can Learn from Roots Tech 2023* 
   (Bob Miller) 
    *Please note the actual virtual conference is  
    March 2-4,2023; however, you are now able to 
    register for free at: 
    
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt202
3   
     
March 8, 2023 
   Flash drives, Auto Backup on External Drives  
   and How to Upload & Download (Randy Ray) 
   (#1,3 & 4 on member suggested topics) 
   Ship Records, Images, Passenger Lists, Other  
   Ports in the USA and Canada and Where to Find 
   Them (Bob Heck) (#11 &14 on member  
   suggested topics) 
   
April 12, 2023 
   Understanding DNA in Simple Terms (Randy 
   Ray) (#16 on member suggested topics) 
   Canadian and French-Canadian Research  
   (Bob Heck) (#8 on member suggested topics) 
 
May 10, 2023 
   System Mechanics with live demo (Sam Colon) 
   (#7 on member suggested topics) 
   GEDCOM: How to create one branch, how to 
   Share with Others and how to view it with a 
   GED Viewer type program (Randy Ray) 
   (#10 on member suggested topics) 
 
June 14, 2023 (Working on It) 
 
July 12, 2023 (Working on It) 
 
 

If you would like to make a presentation or have a 
suggestion for a meeting topic, please contact Bob 
Heck at: bobheckmpafug@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
About This Newsletter 
  
This newsletter is the official monthly publication 
of the Milwaukee PAF Users Group.  All rights are 
reserved.  No articles herein may be reproduced for 
profit or commercial gain without the express 
written consent of the Publisher or the Milwaukee 
PAF Users Group.  Other PAF Users Groups may 
republish articles freely, but must include credit to 
the authors and for the Milwaukee PAF Users 
Group Newsletter. 
 
Members interested in submitting articles may e-
mail them to bobheckmpafug@gmail.com.  The 
MPAFUG Publisher will determine if an article will 
be used in this newsletter.  Articles will be used as 
space permits. 
 
 
NO COPYRIGHTED ARTICLES may be 
submitted without express permission of the author 
and publisher.  Articles should be submitted by the 
1st Wednesday to be considered for inclusion in that 
same month.  Credit will be given for your article. 
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MPAFUG KEY INFORMATION 
 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Sam Colon: 

  414-327-2133 

  genrschr@gmail.com 

 

Bob Heck: 

   414-421-7143 

  bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

Randy Ray: 

  262-674-4756 

 rayr4989@gmail.com  

 

Louise Stack: 

 414-581-3978 

 kilostack@att.net 

 

Bob Tatalovich: 

  414-897-8280 

  Bobt3725@gmail.com 

 

       

 Debbie Bluett 

 John Canapa 

 Steve Gulgowski 

 Bob Miller 

 Jane Orne 

 

Questions about MPAFUG? 

Write, call or email: 

MPAFUG c/o Bob Heck 

4910 Steeple Dr. 

Greendale, WI  53129 

414-421-7143 

bobheckmpafug@gmail.com 

 

 

Steering committee meetings are held on the third 

Wednesday of the month except in December.  The 

meetings have historically been held at the Family 

History Center located at 9600 W. Grange Ave, Hales 

Corners, WI; however, due to the Covid 19 pandemic 

the meetings are currently being held via Zoom. 

The Steering Committee is an informal group of 

members who get together to plan the general agendas 

for future meetings.  All MPAFUG members are 

welcome to attend. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Membership in MPAFUG is open to anyone 
interested in learning more about computer 
genealogy.  Membership is usually $12 per 
calendar year for an individual or family.   
 
For 2023 new membership or renewal:  
 
Please send a check for $12.00 made payable to 
MPAFUG to: 
 
Deborah A. Bluett – MPAFUG Treasurer 
PO Box 229 
Delavan, WI  53115-0229 
 
Please include with your check, your Name, 
Mailing Address, email Address and Phone 
Number. 
 
OUR WEB PAGE:  http://mpafug.org 
We invite you to visit our web page and even print a 
copy of this and the previous month’s newsletter.  
We also have a surname section where you can see 
who else is working on your family line.  Members 
of MPAFUG have access to a members-only web 
page which contains past newsletters and handouts 
from our meetings. 
 


